QUEST AT HOMLE

WARMING TREND
Greenwich-based designer Deborab Lipner iurned this once strictly traditional Fifth
Avenue duplex into a sumptuous setting for family entertaining

WKW clirnil =
an invesiment banking cowple with three
school-ape daughters—on their summer
house in Tuxeds Park, designer Debso-
rah Lipner had a clear understanding
of thiir domestic priovities. ~Thev're o
warm family with sophisticaed wasies,”
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BY CAROLYN MURNICK

suys Lipoer, *ban they want wo really five
in their howses”™ 5o after a lew years
inhabiting their newly-purchased Up.
per Eost Side duplex, the family kaew
that there was ample room (o make the
place even more livahle,

Thus began a yenrlong gut renova-

tom—and fomily rebocation—in which
every will was knocked down and the
floor-plan entirely reconfigured, with the
end goal being a fowr-bedroom home re-
stored 1o pristine estane conadition, Liprer

Tive enlorged fayer anad geand, incwar dtairaay;
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Lipnes chase eversiand beowe welvel sofos end 0 grophic Asbessmr-polteered rug fo sl meee indfmeste soole fo (he specises Bving roasm,

worked in conjunction sdth New York-
baed architect John Mistoiy, who devised
a paogran thot presecved the traditionl
architecthurl elemenis of the space, while
enlarging the main rooms and updsting
the layoui by elindnating extrancous feas
pures Iike stoff rooma

For the grand fover, Lipser and Mur
ray tramsbonmed che cnce blocky pamaye
imto o welcoming, vulte] space, fratariing
a carved stairwny with a trellis effect. “1n
ihe onganal layout, it felt ke youwere go-
i ihrough a tunnel o the seoond oo
says Muray, “We instead rearrenged the
WFECIReE (D CIoWiE @N Open ComBeTilon
betwoen the duplex Boor™ Lipaer clwse
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hund-mubbed mahogany for the bani-
ters—which match the front door—and
bald, hand-painied oak pancling for the
flocr. “With such high ccilings, we de-
cided ro oversize our design, o crsate &
mare intimate scale witlin the space,” ahe
says, Mo o demmatic acomt piece, Lipec
chode o wrowght inon and gless suspended
bight hztare to anchor the stniroel] ogeen
tnig. "W wanted something bold, but see
through, $0 & o (o take avay fom the
benuty of the railings,” sl says.

During the planning process, the
south-fucing Bving room becanse the bocl
point of the design progrim, “The light in
that room during the day i5 amazing, o

we worked to try o bring that same light
indo the ather rooms,™ ways Lipner. *We
ended up starting (to desipn] with that
room, and working our way outward,”
For the grand space—he largest in the
house—which inclodes a piano thar all
three itk make use of, Lipner chose a
rlch color palete o Deeorams, jErRimmons,
and papipics, which she sulitly reflected in
the surrounding rooms to create @ CoNE-
nuity between the spaces. After sourcing
the perfect vendor for the custom-made,
oversized brown welver sofas, Lipmer
sooured Chelsea awigue shops for some
of the mse eclectic scoont piooes of the
risaum, like the Bécdesmaier chair andd the
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beonre mirror frames. * [ Jove 1o miy ex-
merex like bronms and vebeer, Sormal and
camaal,” she sayw, The wool mag was aleo
ausom=-made, s Liprer opied to ke a
traditional Avhusson pattern and hlow it
up o maich the grand scale of the fumni-
ture, For the window trestment, Lipner
chiose oversized  deapes made of heavy,
pamtemmed silk. “ The family loves to make
fires mnd lounge in chis room, 0 we made
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sure to keep it child-friendly with dark-
colared, rextured fabries,” To offwt the
rich tones, Lipner chose o light grey paint
calor for the caling.

Soen through the dooray off of the
lving moom, ithe by represented a
key collaboraisn beiween designer and
archirecs, As the room was intended w
boize the Femily's book collection a=d
primary tebevison, both Lipner snd Mus

rary agreed on high-guality konogy pane hx-
Eurcs i eveke o sitsbly caual Jeel, Rach-
er than maich the foyer’s vich nuabiogany
Bnixlis, the pair desigmed the mouldings,
wall pancls, and abelving with the sofoer,
golden wou mmimd, shich, says Lipner,
“slloved us to caxry the golden color ol
the upper [lors it e dovmnsairs,”

As the couple are s couks and wine
kervers, the dinmg room wa particulidy
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Wariking off of fre cients” swn bed and chorconl prep chals Lipmer cresbed @ nestnol dol cody masder sedne mith anligur peemd pinces Wy @ branee om lemp.

important to them. Lipner found & rounsd
table that could seat ten to enchor the
rosemy, anel then chose an antigue Chiness
comeode tabile to sct a0 sideboard, *They
ke 1o hinve Famidy and fricnds over, so
thie rooen peccded o be s owsm and m
comiurtable ns possible,” she zays. To
that end, Liponer opied for teoed - covercd
chairs to add a casual dement 1o the ath-
erwne ormate space. (o the walls, Lipner
sourced a unigue wallpaper made From
mubipk: loyvers of bummished, folded iis-
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sue paper, and she paioted he ceiling &
pale, duity pink o relfleer the ved of the
wulls and Boor. Overhend, Lipaer found
the oversized crystal chundclicr ut desdgn-
er's meeea Holly Hunt, as well os the wall
seance. 4 vintage Homanian piece.

In the mater bedroom, Lipoer used
the couple’s o bed and cliair a8 4 jumngp-
ing off point for her design progoam.
With twupe carpeting anad a pale blue ecil-
ing. Lipner chose Chinese todle wallpaper
i the fecsl podnt of the ropm., Beiide the

bed, the designer paired 8 modem Dong-
his end cable with an angigue wrmn lamg.

Ins thee end, both sechivect and designar
sgree thar after their clients’ year awmy
froem hoamee, they wansed them to retum
i @ place thoe oy celflected che way
their family lived, snd perhaps even how
& family mighr have fved back when theic
building was comstrucied in the 19205,
*Ubimarely,” says Muorray, “we just wanr-
ed the aparement o foel fimeless—like it
had always been thag wae™ #



