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“There comes a time for each of us te hang our hat on the hook and look back on what we did
wikh our lives,” says Jachie Jaguaes, who, with her husband, BIll Thomas, wrote “Shades of

Grean,” on page S Bill and lackic have spent 45 {cambined) years in the construction and
i :'! \ hami-imprevement industry. Concern about the damage cwr planet has absorbed has prompted
'- . them bo dewvole thair careers bo helping clients live green, They design homes that use eco-
- b friendly materials; build houses using those materials; and sell, in their showroom, green materials
E"" Thnmas ranging from Hﬂ-min_g and cabinetry bo nnnrg,--ﬂ-.-in_g_ products. Evan thair four childran [rang g in

age from & ko 17} are invalved: The children's business, Seeds of Green LLE, uses school ewants to

promote eco-awarenass and the virtues of recycling.

Stunrl Disston, AlA, one of three pariners at Austin Pattersom Disston Archibects, has servod as the

project architect and manager on many residential, commercial, interiors, and institutional projects in

the tristate area. His designs for residences in Quogue, Lyme, Mew Canaan, Wesipart, and Rowayton

have won his fem avwards from A1A Connecticul, a statewide chapter af the American Instiute of
Etu.ﬂrt Architects. Stuart’s work on a Shingle Style residence (e has long been an admirer of that architec-
Disston tural style—as his article “Classic American Shingle™, on page 104, reflects) recently eamed Austin
Pakbcrson Disston am AlA dia--;,-;n sward, The award includes a statement from jury mambar lerance
ﬁile-,'. curator of architectura at the Mussum of Maodern Srk, in Mew Yark, that a|:||:|:.- describes the
firm's philozophy: "At a moment when many architects are interested in histary, this i & rare house to
hit a mole of authenticity and not simply stylistic revival, The architect kngws the tradstional langesge
of architecture and deglays it quite well, and alsa knows whon to slew down,”

Charles F. Hilton, a partner at Hilton-VanderHom Architecis, based in Greenwich, Connecticut,

graduated fram the Pennsylvania State University with distinction in 1988 An avid boater and

Charles
F. Hilton

fisherman with a lifelong appreciation of fine traditianal archilectune. Charles has designed & wids
variely of lraditional walerfront residences, in syles ranging from Cabin to Shingle to Georgian to
Maditarranean, rot anly in Falrfield and Wesichester counties but across the northaastern United
States. See his article entiltled 'Getting Your Fest Wet™ on page 4, warning of the complexitias
that homeowners will Face if they decide o build on the waterfront. His firm's wark has been
featured an HGTY and in twao brand-new baoks: Dream Home: Mefre Mew Yock (Pansche Partners
LLC) amd Shingle Style Houses: Past and Present (Scheffer Pubfishing),

Tarry Sullivan trained at the rencwned interior design Firm Parish-Hadlay, Prier to that, she had
received a BUA. in interior design and decorative arts and had completed a Decorative Arts and
Architecture pragram in Paris with the Parsons Schaal of Design. She now collaborates with
architects, contrackors, antiquarians, and craftsmen to creale unique cusbom intersass for her
varied clienks, She has particpated a3 & designer in several decorater show houses, Incleding the
Greemsich Designer Show House, sponsared by the Junier League, and the "Pooms with a View™
Show Hause, in Southport, chaired by Albert Hadley, She often custom-designs wallpapers,
fabrics, carpets, and upholstery for her clients; her aim is lo create warm, lavely, contemplative
rooms for tham ta enjoy. Ta her article “The Beauty of Life™ on page 50, Terry brings her love of
the old gardens, Old Master drawings, natural fabrics, and beawlifed craftamanshap,

For 30 years, Taconic Buildars, a firm with affices In Wastchoster Count v, Mow York City, Long
Island, East Hasmpton, and Seattle, Washington, has been building dream homes and rencowating
landmark buildings for an elite group of architects and homeowners. The company’s president,

o Vincant Tyer, who holds 4 master’s degree in business sdmingstralion fram Mew Yark Universily and
\fi“{:nnt T}rgr kas had managemeni axperence al an inler nabicnsl l:::lr'l,gh:lﬂ'"efﬂé. joimed the Hem in 2000, Undar
his leadorshig, revenues have increased fram $5 million to more than $90 milllon a year and the staff
has expanded fram 12 to more than 150, Those staffers know whare to find beautiful specialty mate-
rials {granite, markle, weod, tile) and superior craftspecple (wood carvers, metabworkers, joiners,
stonemasons) wherever in the world they happen to be. His article, “Sources of Enhancement,” an

— page 47, offers our readers a primeer on haw they, loo, can track these artisans down,
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SOURCES OF ENHANCEMENT

Savvy controctors know how to search the wide world for the rarest marbles and granites, the most painstaking

o

joiners, woodworkers, metakorgers, and stone-carvers | BY VINCENT TYER AND ROBERT TROSTLE

LOMGING FOR MILLWORK FIT FOR A KING
ta embellish your new estate? How about mar.
ble H’.‘ltlhﬂ-“ with an internatianal ped.g_ﬂ:-l:-_ or
irgn gates elegant enough for am ancient
chiteau? Often, what differentistes one fine
keme frem another iz the provenance of tha
makarialz that form and anbanca it=the place
whete they were harvesbed, guarried, or fabri:
cated. True, the Infernet kas made the warld's
ressurces avaidable at the touch of a keyhoard,
Teday, when hemecwners and archilects design
# lunury residence, they can search the world
for exatic treasures, trestments, and technigues.
Wil even with this global tool they must do seri-

ous detective work to locate these often hard-
to-find resources.

lapping a contractor who can both act as an
acvacale snd ultimalely get the job done is a eriti:
cal stap in the bullding of & lisury Beos, Some of
the Fnest maberials must be sowrced intarnation.
ally, where the indigenaus (and sustainable) wood is
graven, lar inslance, or the rarest granites and mas.
bles are quarried. And superiar eraflamanship is
elien found al lesser-known internaticnal specialty
firms. These firms, which focus on woodcarving
matatworking, intricate stone inlay, or conate plas
ler casting, use the same technigques that artisans
have employed for hundreds of pears. To build the

TOR & fine reproduction of hand-erafled antique
hardwars with gilded acconty. Unique herdware is often
& wignabure of superb renovalisn. 400V E- This inkricale
lattice was hand-zarved from solid oak, giving It almaat
timolow durablity,

THE Mabiew ELtatd | Susamge 2007 A3



COMSTRUCTION

ullimate modern estate. a homeowner needs a
builder with superionce workng with tha most
excluive materialy and methods and=above all
the night international Bolodos.

Ta undesstand haw complicated internaticnal
sourcing can bo, consider the roguest a wall-knowm
architact made 1o awr iem, Tacanie Builders. He
had dcs;g'lr.'d & unigue floor as part of a multi-mil
Bam-dollar resldence '\:.-.nl.:'llplll.l- wed ko regemble
& canpk, Lhe -:|l.'-5.ig_n featured an intricate floral pak-
tern dona in marbds. The ddhculty lay in trying to
caplure the fine details-the shad ng and the wary-
ing colors and sizes of tha flawers—eith tha machin
ey available in the LS

In fact, the type of marble inkay roquired fer this
Raar & dome besd |'.:,' |‘|.|'||_| .E.n T.'al_l_'ll':: En,. ||_‘||_I-|5.
went sbroad to get the handwork done. We part
mared with a local entreprenaur and TR T il
exatic materials from Indias; its craftsmen there
coutd do the pamstaking work. Once the design
wad finnlized, Full-sise drawings and waod tem-
plakes were made as models and shipped to India
This true-ta-lite scale ensured Ehat the praduct,
when delivered to the home site, would Bt, elimi.
nating the polentiad far erras The stape wai
scurced from India, Greece, and Porfugal; the
basaboards wore Fabricaled in tha LS, |6 Indis, ke
individual picces were worked by hand into the
solid marble and assemblod: hnally they ware
shipped back for installation. The global enterprise
took nine months

Samelimas b iy 8 parlicular design direcison

that drives the intornational sourcing. Mamy “hid
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ABOYE) Bed hot, fuvt out of the farge. this iron door Binge
wnpctly malches othars ina reilored marasen in Eurape.

& Framch arfipsn vass s centuiss-old fechnlgue (o pound
oul 1kis reproduclisn=dis approprisle bo the period.

den gem” fabricatoss and suppliers can provide
authentic rescurces for modern estates. For
imstance, the chbbsaus of France khave captured
the imagination of lusury homeowners sincg Amar
ica wad Pournded, For & progect that reguires period
design from France, Ateliers Porrault Fréres
[ostablishod in 17800 a molal- and .w_'\-;'\-l,:'wr_uhu'g
firm based in Britkany, has am impeccable lineage
and i responsible For much of the major restar
tian of the country's casthes. This firm can provide
hardcarved wooden screens, traditionally joined
waoden doors and panels, and handcrafted
latches and hardware to comploie the look
[T |Itl_lllr_lr'5r_lulr.\_'pl,,:l_rl_l'l_l l|£!|l;.|'|.'|_l.'|l;ri_l$' e ntml).
Cirnamental mefalwork can alss be ordered From
Las Mbtalimrs l:il,_d.lr\.pl:-l';: i (ronavatars of Ehe
Statue of Liberty's fAame). IF thoy cani fabricate
what is noeced i theair shap Feiirm in Palareoa, Bew

LEET: The reatoraticnfconversion of a hiskaric Hew
Yok chapel (circa 1084) to & peivate restdence included
brirging thaws complicatod ceoiling vauia back ko bhair
original grandeur,

AR0YE: A l.luldr was creabed by conatrecling a laft.
The fecal polet Is a costom Beavbone mantel and sch,

Jarsey (v L BT coml thay cam a wiyE T Lo
their parent company in France [which has Ehe
same Waob tite), Bricard of Paris, foundod in 1pis
[www.dscorativie Fronch -lacks comfenglishybieny-
enuehim), has one-of-akind Fronch locks and cra
manes. Thase researching locks or daorknockers
for American estates should consult the Web site
af the Bricard Mussum {(Musde de la Serrureria
Bricard; wew.paris.org! MuseesfSerrurerie], in
Paris. The msseum showeases the hisbor b ol lacks
and Features items that the firm has manufactured
for castles and chileauws |'|r-::'\.||.:_;'|l'.-|.| E Lo g,

Of couwrse, international sourcing has its share
-:":'. |'.|||1'."':'|. % @il f-\.":l""ll.'lll'l 1s05. Langunge difgramt
|msvial Echrvis, CurrEmy |'|l.l:.|.l.l.-|.ll.'-"1-.gu*:lr.h:-lil.il.'.ll sillu-
ations, cultural diferences, and local kofadays must

=0 il e feuaiomg arnd e |'.|_l-'i-_||.'\-'. Blas, whir
malerialy are COITHNE rr-\:\’" oyETsEas, adeguale fime
miisl be sdeded o the sohadidle Tar |rardpartalian
and lor clearing of customs. And then there is
alveays the unforeseen. What haggens i thae -
shoremen go an wirike while & conlainer is m Eran
sit? Choos ng & contraglo whio s LI'II.-r‘i'!I'-\.lr'_-'.II.III'
dbgul Sourcing fars maberialys and technigues and
who can navigaie the intricacies of international
frace will detlerming whelhar wir Rame will be

simply & big house or your castle. THE

¥imcent Tger ic CECE pnd Rodert Trostle is o senior
[Alg L I AR, Gf Tacame Buldes, a JLENLiF ] pilile
builder with office: in Wesdchester, Now ¥Yaork Ciiky
.!l\.'ll'g Isfesned, Eeesf Hampban, ongd Seamlilo, Wask VISRl G

RL408 sl viyen@ioconichuilderscam
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