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By Harriet Edleson
Photographs by Phillip Ennis alk shout a challenge, Me
wanlcd a home with grundeur,
somethdag akin 10 a Goorglan
cstate, She adored cotinge style, yeaming
for a nloe coxy house with bola of noaks
and cramniss, And between them, they had
glx reenage children 1o coomddae. 1 only
that weere sl
The couple, who requested anomymi-
iy—ict's call them Georpe and Suzie—{he,
n physicion; she, & stay-al-home mam),
home: one for each of their kids plog one
for gueats and another, lower-kevel bed-
room with an ndjoining bath, And except
for the master saite, each badroom, Goorge
and Suzic agreed, had to be of equal size,
with equal amousts of window- and closet-
spave. They also wanted eight bathrooms,
two separate “his" ond “hers” office

a spaces, 4 three-car garape, and both formsl
and informal entertaining spaces from
“ which the family coald sasily sccess the

ontdoors, What's sn architsct b do?

Esgy. Design a 10,000-square-foot
ceater-hall Colonial in & ey Manboeked
style (the family goes to Nantocket cvery
summer) and with enough grand elements

T like an owtdoor termace, rectangolsr pool,
and boxwood gardens wo please him and
enough cory elements like & broakfas
rmom with an adiacent home office o
please her. And make the house, which
loodkes rather traditional from the outside, a
combination of formal and informal inside.

At fimt, keeping grandewr in mind,
Irvington  architect Radaslav  Opacic
designed a colonnade for the Fromt of the
houss. But when Suric insisted that her
hoems e “more cotlagey,” Opacic went
back to the drawing board and designed »
circular deivewny gnd o starely but moes

"EETT W

TEENTT W

The familly room |3 & bend of formality
and comicrt, grand and cexy,
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The challenge? Design a center-hall colonial with
a combination of formal and informal design elements.
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mpdest frond Fagade that exodes formaliy
froum the two=story center-entry fover. Blue-
gy shuirers accent e understoted griy-
clapboard exterior wnd gray slate roof
Insicle the eotey foyer, white-oak floors with
walnut borders ephance the formal loake

Yet, the imterior is something else,
sormsthing mach bess formal, perhaps..col
tageyT After all, you enter the houss
throagh a mudroom opening omo a break-
fast moom ul edjoining Kichen, 1 kept
saying ooy, Suvie says, "nooks and cruns
ndes. by bushand wanied Georgian, [r had
to be & balamee between the grand and the
cozy cotfage” In the end, the house ook
mare tham bwer yesrs 10 coamgieie.

Although the propemy, located
Southern Westchesier, 8 spacious &t temn
end cna half acres, the ot is rarmoes—| 10
fizet of street fromtnge —and slopes o the
rear propenty linc. An existing four-bed
roian bonse was demolished o make room
for the mew thoes-level house, with the
lwwer Bevel buill partiafly undenground.
Terracimg the rear of te propeny allowssd
the farmily b necess the owtdoors Trom sev-
eral rooms on bolh e fiest and basement
lewels. While the fromi fagade 1= formial and
reserved, the rear of the house, with plenty
of cutdoor space for entertaining, “is where
all the pizzaee is," says landscape architect
Bivi Oven of Mew Rochelle. There is o 44-
by-22-foot rectamgular peod with a spa al
one end and a bowwood garden, In the
lower lewel is o game room, cabana, and
bedmom-bathroom sure, making insdoor-
outdoor living easy umd inviling. The suite
fentures cobored sea-ghass secents in tbe
bathroom, in contrast to the more tridition:
al, mostly white baths on the upper floos.
To emsuse privacy, wees were plomted at the
gide of the house.

nother appealing feature of

the house is an office mijacent 10

he brzakfast soom. “H's a cozy,
limle space, like o command ream,” Sune
sy, Ao she Gan S everyomne a4 Ij'u.'}' enler
through the mudreome & luge Tinaly room
opens onte a covered barbecue eracs und
an adjoining ouwdoor wemoce, all designed
for fumily living and enfertaining, Light cas-
cales thepagh the kitchen and family oo,

{Oppaosite page) Light floods the kitchen and
sdjcining Tamily room, creating an afry feed,
[above) The tea-story entry foyer exumes
farmality; the white pine floors have walnut
bhorders,
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Master sulte bathrooms: serens gresn for her,

masculine tones far him.
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The master bedroom séibe 13 “a retreat™
e the rest of the house, totaling a grand
1,540 sqguare feet. The terrace owerlooks
the poal and gardens.

creating the airy feel desired. A the other end
of the first flooe i the fonmal wing: & gallery
off the entry foyer comnects to the living
room, Manked on either side by on octagonal
library vsed s an office and an clongated
octaginal dining room, with a tabdke that can
scat 20. Sandra Oster Interiors, Inc., of
Croenwich, CT, helped solect antigques, new
fumishings, and decorative ans  from
omtiques  dealers and ihe Decoration &
Desipn Buoilding in Manhaiian, s well as
from local retailers. “I's a combination of
formial and informal,” says Oster,

Oine of the most impressive pans of the
bouse is the light-filled master bedroom
swite, o curvilinear shape with a baleony
that overbooks the rear vard. “Tt is & retreat
pway from ell the noise downstairs”
DOpacic says, The curve adds 1o the intima-
cy. "This curve makes everything come
together on the second Noor” suys Opacic.
It i= repeaded in hig-and-her chogers that bkead
Ly seprarabe his-and-her bathrooms on cither
side of the master bedroom. Her bathaoom,
the most siriking in the house, fentires s
baskei-weave mosaic of Ming green and
satunry white marble flooe. Opacic found
the wnusual marble at Wateraorks in
Cireenwich, i resource he often uses for res
idential projects. The entine master bed-
rocsm suite, which includcs four closcts and
separate his-and-her dressing rooms and
baths, wotals o luixurious | 540 sguare ool
The view from the master svite of the pool
und pardens is breasthiaking, and visible
frowm & small, 18-inch-decp tomace accessl-
ble through French doors. 1 love my bed-
roowms and study, the serenity of the bed-
o S[aced," Suzle ways,

The architects quest for uniqueness
didm't end with the couple’s roms. For their
rooms, cach child sebected a favonite color
o sccasd the bathroom he or she uses or
shares. A single Noor tle depicting a lone
dragontly, dog, horse, or penguin was laid
in each of the bathroom Moo, reflecting
cach teen's Favorite animal. Suys Opacic,
“In the emld, everyone was happy.” [T
Harries Edleron s a Manhaven-baved writer,

wha lives in o condaminbun bl affen writes
bt frukes,
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